
A warm, moist south-westerly airflow affected the UK 
between 18 and 19 November. This was associated with a 
very deep depression moving slowly north-eastwards 
between Scotland and Iceland. 

A weather front associated with airflow brought 
exceptionally prolonged and heavy rainfall to the Lake 
District as the air was forced to rise over the high ground. 
Heavy rainfall persisted across northern England for 
around 36hours.

High rainfall totals falling on already saturated ground 
caused many rivers in the Lake District to significantly 
exceed their previous maximum flows.
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Significant weather event

Daily weather extremes 18 November - 19 November 2009

Table of 24, 48 and72hr rainfall totals at sites across the Lake District between 
0900 17 and 0900 20 November 2009. 

The highest rainfall was recorded at 
Seathwaite in Borrowdale which 
recorded 316.4mm in 24hrs. The high 
ground toward the lower end of 
Borrowdale received more than 400mm 
of rainfall in the 72hrs between 0900 on 
17 and 0900 on 20 November. 

The worst flooding impacts occurred in 
the valley of the River Derwent flowing 
through Borrowdale to the coast at 
Workington. There was widespread 
disruption across the area with many 
bridges damaged. In Workington a police 
officer died after the A596 Northside 
road bridge collapsed effectively cutting 
the town in half as the other bridge was 
also severely damaged. Cockermouth was 
also severely flooded with much of the 
town centre under 2 metres of water.

Highest Maximum Temperature (19 November) 
16.0°C at Nantwich, Reaseheath Hall (Cheshire)

Lowest Minimum Temperature (18 November)
-2.4°C at Aboyne No 2 (Aberdeeshire)

18 - 19 November 2009
(Heavy rainfall and flooding in the Lake District, Cumbria)
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Most Rainfall (19 November)
253.0 mm at Seathwaite (Cumbria)

Most Sunshine (19 November)
7.7 hours at Jersey: St Helier (Channel Islands)
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